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break from the lines to tie costly silk handkerchiefs to
flagsticks, in fulfilment of vows. Some of the dervishes
wound themselves with swords and dirks/ being immedi-
ately cured by the saliva of a holy sheikh. The procession
pauses at a gay marquee tent on the densely crowded slopes
of the Mount of Olives, where the pasha has preceded it,
while the imam, or preacher, reads or recites a prayer com-
posed for the occasion. After a salute for the sultan, the
holy flag is furled and packed in a pair of saddle-bags for
the rest of the journey. The band, most of the soldiers,
and many of the spectators now return to the city. The
diminished procession, however, may be reinforced by
other bands of dervishes, who have preceded it to the Jewish
cemetery. Over the barren eastern hills it winds till it
reaches the shrine of Moses where, for days before, tens of
thousands have been assembling: Bedawtn from beyond
Jordan^ merchants from Damascus, pilgrims from Baghdad,
holy men from all parts. There is plenty of food for all
during the five or six days of the pilgrimage, as the endow-
ment of the shrine furnishes generously piled platters for
those who have brought no supplies. So liberal is the gen-
eral provision for this occasion that the mufti has funds at
his disposal for the hire of donkeys to transport poor people
from Jerusalem. All through the week the services of the
dervishes are in demand to furnish music in connection
with the festivities at the circumcision of boys which may
take place of an afternoon at the mosque. On the follow-
ing Thursday the flag is borne back to the house of the
mufti with similar rites.
As already stated, similar Moslem demonstrations occur
during Greek Holy Week at many points in Syria. At
Hums and elsewhere the festival is known as Khamfs el
Mushey'yakh, or the Sheikhs' Thursday, for, in contrast
with the Neby Mfisa function, the affair is managed by the*
dervishes, while the 'ulama, or doctors of the law, merely
1 According to Baldensperger these are the especial practices of the
Bedawtyeh dervishes. " In processions they are very wild, boating
themselves, and sticking great pins into their cheeks ami near their
eyes; they stand on sworda, eat cactus leaves/' etc. (p, 31).

